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and wished to break it off. She brought forward,
therefore, I know not what difficulties, and despatched a
courier to Rome to Cardinal Acquaviva, who did the
King of Spam's business there, ordering him to delay
his journey to Parma, where he had been commanded
to ask the hand of the Princess, and to see her provi-
sionally espoused. But Madame cles Ursins had
changed her mind too late. The courier did not find
Acquaviva at Rome. That Cardinal was already far
away on the road to Parma, so that there were no means
of retreat.

Acquaviva was received with great honour and much
magnificence; he made his demand, but delayed the
espousals as long as he could, and this caused much
remark. The marriage, which was to have been cele-
brated on the 25th of August, did not take place until
the 15th of September. Immediately after the cere-
mony the new Queen set out for Spain*

An envoy from Parma, with news of the marriage
of the Princess, arrived at Fontainebleau on the nth
October, and had an audience with the King, This
was rather late in the day. For dowry she had one
hundred thousand pistoles, and three hundred thousand
livres' worth of jewels. She had embarked for Alicante
at Sestri di Levante. A violent tempest sickened her
of the sea. She landed, therefore, at Monaco, in order
to traverse by land Provence, Languedoc, and Guienne,
so as to reach Bayonne, and see there the Queen Dow-
ager of Spain; sister of her mother, and widow of
Charles II. Desgranges, master of the ceremonies, was
to meet her in Provence, with orders to follow her, and
to command the governors, lieutenants-general, and in-